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Pair go on
wacky race

to Mongolia

A PAIR of plucky explorers are
setting off an a wacky race that
would put Penelope Pit-Stop to
sghame.

Nigel Btatham and Austiralian
girlfriend Jordans Battis hope to
drive 8,000 miles from London to
Mongolin in a clapped-out truck
Ih%m:ked up for just £500 and

icknamed the Mongol Shoebox.

The daring dun will eross 12 eoun-
tries, two deserts, five mountain
ranges and some of the world's
worst roada in o month-long charity
rally.

“¥Fou hove to do it in a car with an

ine under one litre,” said Nigel,
33, of Lexden

“The idea is to drive from London
to Mongnlie and onee you gel there
you donitte the car to charity,

“T'm motl gure how we're going to
get back.

“You ean go by train cattie-class or
fly over China, but we can't book
anything bocnues wa don't kmow
when — or even if - we are going to
get there”

There are no support vehicles Lo
help the 200 teams.

HSome aren't even expocted
make it out of Londen before Im-ak—
ing down.

There =n't even an official route
apurt from three checkpoints along
the way.

“It's just ourselves and a very
unstable vehicle,

“If it breaks down you start walk-
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g or buy o cameal,” said hotel man-
ager Nigel,
“Wa expect it will take about four
weeks,
“If we don't make it, it will be real-
ly disappointing.”
Only & guarter of last year's com-
petitors made it to the finish line,
“T'm not sure the odds are stacked
in gur faveur,” said former Colch-
isrlv&:rI Sixth Form College student
igel,
e've got an incredibly small
Buzuka B5J410 which are renowned
En{ltulling over ot the first sign ol &
ill.
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id adventurers made a
decision to join the

The imtre;
gplit-secon
Mongol Rally.

They are raising cash for the
Essex air ambulance and a Mongo-
linn disastor appeal.

“1 smid what about it and 24 hours
later we were doing it," said Nigel,
“Is going to be a real adventure —
something to tell your prandchil-
dren about,

“And if we do break down, appar-
ently Jordana is worth about eight
camelal”
® The team are looking for sponsor-
ship. For details contact (07739
BO75H63,



