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EAST ANGLIAN

Daring rally duo set for
month-long desert trek

MONGOLIA-BOUND: Nigel Statham and Jordana Battis from Colchester with thelr car
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They face challenge with a 970cc-engine car

By Alexea Williams

IMAGINE driving 8,000
miles over 12 coumniries,
taking In two deserts and
five mountain ranges
with just a 870oc engine In
VOUF Car

That's the challengs
awniting Nigel Statham, 33,
from Lexden, Colchiester,
when he tokes pact in the
adventure of o lifetime
The Mongol Hally,

The race is the charity-
inspired altornative to the
famous Gumball Rally

Mr Statham and his car-
periner, Jordann Battia, X2,
from Australla, will both
give up work and aittempt
the anticlpated four-week
journey on some of - the

world's most notoriously
undeveloped roads in their
Surula 8410,

They " head off from
London's Hyde Park for
Mongolia, oo Julby 22,

For eaoh car which
enters the rally at lesst
EL00D will be donsted to
charity

The palr, whe make up
tenm Mongol Shoebox, will
aplit  their sponsorship
funds between Essex Alr
Ambuilance amnd the
Cambridge Mongolian
Disuster Appeal.

The ewent will be-an
intense experience, as par:
ticlpants will have ‘no
entournge of support vehi:
cles, no marked route to fol-
low omd they will all be

driving cars which, undey
normal circumstances,
wotld not be considersd
copable: of mesting  the
challenge:

The pair decided against
making things easier by

‘It's got to be
hard or else
it's no fun’

altering the car

Mr Statham sald: “You
witild move away from the
ethos, it's got o be hard or
elze it's no fun”

Another challenzing fac-
tor is the Inck of reliable
maps for large areas of the
ronte and as Russia does

not allow satellite maviga-
tion the poir will rely on a
compass and good luek.

“Its really back to
bagfes,” Mr Statham sald,

Mr Statham has worked
with cur engines in the
past, whin taking part in
hiatoric motor recing,

He zaidd: *Tt is reacering
to have some mechanical
nowledge, 1 would be
mervous without it.”

The intrepid palr estl
mates the total cost of the
trip, excluding any charlty
donation, will be around
£3,500

Amvone who would like
to spansor the team should
call 07739 807563 or vmail:
denatlons@mongolshoe-
i RTY
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